Road-Rail Transport
From these figures the conclusion is inevitable that not
only is the consumption of a diesel engine half of that
of a petrol engine but also cheaper because of the low
cost of diesel oil as compared to petrol. The quantity of
lubricating oil consumed is also only a third. On balance,
therefore, it is six times cheaper to run a diesel engine
than a petrol engine. Diesel oil has been taken to cost
about 11 annas per gallon and petrol Es. 1-7-6. Though
cheaper to run, a diesel engine is costlier than a petrol
vehicle by nearly Rs. 4,000. This extra expenditure may
be justified, provided full use could be made of the
vehicle, but with our modern method of evaluating the life
of a bus at four years, it is difficult to make full use of its
economy. It is definitely much cheaper to run, but the
liigh capital costs far outweigh the advantages gained
under this head. Moreover, the rate of depreciation is
greater in the case of diesel engine as will be seen from
the fact that even the Travancore State Transport place
it at 25 per cent of their rolling-stock. More than any-
thing else, the amount of noise that they produce is a
positive discomfort to the public and the passengers.
The administration of the entire service is run on the
most systematic lines and compares most favourably with
that of the Travancore State service which, it should be
remembered, is run on monopolistic lines directly under
the aegis of the Government. When it is further considered
that 140 vehicles, as against 54 of Travaneore, were
running 47 different routes on 1-3-1939 with an average
daily mileage of 16,150, the performance is all the more
creditable. Both from the point of view of operating
efficiency, maintenance of statistics, and control, the
TJ. M. S. stands-in a class by itself. As regards ,oper3.ti&g
efficiency, the central workshop at Coimbatore and the
ofier one at Palladam are got up a&d equipped with the
latest and most intricate apparatus. The